Seminar Assignments
Course: Methodology of Modern Political Research
Target group: 1st-year PhD students in Political Science
Seminar 1. Approaches to the Methodology of Political Analysis
Topic: Study the approaches of Abel Polese, Luigi Curini, Robert Franzese, Jason D. Mycoff
Objectives:
· To compare contemporary methodological approaches in political science
· To assess their applicability to doctoral research
Tasks:
1. Identify the key methodological assumptions of at least two authors listed above.
2. Compare their understanding of:
· research design;
· theory–method relationship;
· empirical strategy.
3. Critically evaluate which approach is most relevant to your PhD dissertation and why.
Output:
Analytical essay (1,500–2,000 words)
Seminar 2. The Problem of Variables and Interpretations
Objectives:
· To understand the role of variables in political research
· To analyze interpretative challenges
Tasks:
1. Define dependent, independent, and intervening variables using political science examples.
2. Discuss how interpretation may differ depending on theoretical perspective.
3. Identify key variables in your dissertation topic and explain potential interpretation problems.
Output:
Conceptual note with examples (1,000 words)
Seminar 3. Research Methodology: Definition and Core Principles
Objectives:
· To clarify the meaning and structure of research methodology
Tasks:
1. Provide a critical definition of “research methodology” based on academic literature.
2. Explain the main principles of scientific methodology (objectivity, validity, reliability, falsifiability).
3. Reflect on how these principles are ensured in political science research.
Output:
Short theoretical paper (1,200 words)
Seminar 4. Comparative Approach in Political and Social Science
Objectives:
· To develop skills in comparative research design
Tasks:
1. Explain the logic of comparison in political science.
2. Distinguish between most similar systems design (MSSD) and most different systems design (MDSD).
3. Propose a comparative framework relevant to your PhD research.
Output:
Comparative research design outline (presentation or written, 1,000 words)
Seminar 5. Types of Data and Data Collection Methods (Theoretical Perspective)
Objectives:
· To understand different types of political data
Tasks:
1. Classify types of data used in political research (quantitative, qualitative, mixed).
2. Discuss advantages and limitations of each type.
3. Justify the data type most appropriate for your research question.
Output:
Analytical report (1,000–1,200 words)
Seminar 6. Choosing among Data Collection Methods
Objectives:
· To develop methodological decision-making skills
Tasks:
1. Compare surveys, interviews, document analysis, and observation.
2. Identify methodological risks and ethical concerns for each method.
3. Select and justify data collection methods for your dissertation.
Output:
Methodological justification memo (1,000 words)
Seminar 7. Building Blocks of Social Scientific Research
Topic: Hypotheses, Concepts, and Variables
Objectives:
· To ensure logical coherence in research design
Tasks:
1. Formulate one main hypothesis and two sub-hypotheses related to your research topic.
2. Identify core concepts and variables.
3. Explain the logical relationship between hypotheses and empirical indicators.
Output:
Research framework document (tables + explanation)
Seminar 8. Types of Data and Data Collection Methods (Practical Research)
Objectives:
· To apply methodological knowledge to real research
Tasks:
1. Analyze an existing political science article.
2. Identify:
· data type;
· data source;
· collection method.
3. Critically assess the methodological choices of the author.
Output:
Article review (1,200 words)
Seminar 9. Concepts, Cases, and Measurement
Objectives:
· To develop operationalization skills
Tasks:
1. Select one key concept from your dissertation.
2. Identify possible cases for analysis.
3. Propose measurable indicators and discuss measurement challenges.
Output:
Operationalization table + commentary
Seminar 10. Validity Problems with Indirect Observation
Objectives:
· To critically assess methodological validity
Tasks:
1. Explain direct vs. indirect observation.
2. Identify validity threats in indirect observation.
3. Propose strategies to enhance validity in your research.
Output:
Critical methodological note (1,000 words)
Seminar 11. Document Analysis: Using Written Reports
Objectives:
· To master document-based research
Tasks:
1. Identify types of documents used in political analysis.
2. Propose a document corpus relevant to your topic.
3. Discuss reliability, bias, and ethical issues.
Output:
Document analysis protocol
Seminar 12. Operationalization and Measurement
Objectives:
· To link theory and empirical data
Tasks:
1. Explain the process of operationalization.
2. Demonstrate how abstract concepts are transformed into measurable variables.
3. Apply this process to your dissertation topic.
Output:
Methodological chapter draft (section)
Seminar 13. Advantages of Using Archived Surveys
Objectives:
· To evaluate secondary data sources
Tasks:
1. Identify major archived survey databases in political science.
2. Discuss advantages and limitations of archived surveys.
3. Assess their relevance for your research.
Output:
Analytical overview (1,000 words)
Seminar 14. Multivariate Analysis and Causal Inference
Objectives:
· To understand advanced quantitative methods
Tasks:
1. Explain the logic of multivariate analysis.
2. Discuss its role in causal inference.
3. Reflect on the applicability of multivariate techniques to your dissertation.
Output:
Methodological reflection paper (1,200 words)


